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Au g u s t  

COMMENTARY 

In this issue c•f O\-b i te\- I rep\-oduced an a\- tic 1 e, "UFOs: lt-Jhy 

Do Some See Them and Others Don't'', authored by Dr. Arthur 

Petrovsky, a member of the USSR Academy of Pedagogical 
Sciences. This is a very informative article. It provides a 
clear picture of how scientists view the UFO subject from within 
their own particular field and their demands for facts and 
scientific evidence. Also, readers should take note of the 
c•r ientat ion phenomenon which is me·nt i oned in the a·s· tic lP. 
This could be quite relevant to casework, the relationship 
between the investigator and witness, and how a case is 
i ntea-preted. 

I n a nc• t her a�-t i c 1 e ,-ep rod u c ed i n t h i s i s sue , 11 lt-Jh en Is a T �- u e 
Story True'', <Publishers Weekly>, Whitley Streiber states that 
two months af ter GQffiffi�Di2D was published he received 25 to 30 
letters per day from people who had some sort of experience. 
Could this in effect be related to the orientation phenomenon? 

THE GULF BREEZE, FLORIDA FILE 

Because of the complexity of the Gulf Breeze, Florida events 
developing since November 11, 1987 (mostly due to human 
involvement) and the interest expressed by many associates in 
the UFO phenomenon community, and for the need to make as much 
information available that is po�sible, Robert Boyd has compiled 
a list of 133 items of correspondence (totaling 531 pages). To 
obtain a listing of the items and costs please write to: Robert 
D. Boyd, P.O. Box 66404, Mobile, Alabama 36606, USA. 

RADIO-TV LOG 

July 23: Arts and Entertainment Network aired a documentary 
11 Secrets and My s t e ,-i e s "  wh i c h was a d r a rna t i z at i on of c c• Ln- t ,-o om 
proceedings regarding the existence of UFOs. 

July 27: 
UFOs. 

August 23: 
abduct i c•ns. 

WJAR-TV Channel 10, PM Magazine aired a segment on 

Channel Good Day aired a repeat on 

CONFERENCES 

The 25th Annual. Natic•nal UFO Confe\-ence is to be held on· the 
\.•Jeekend of Sept. 17-18, 1988. Wi-ite tc•: UAPA, P.O. Bo:-� 34703?- , 
Cleveland, Ohio 44134 or phone Bob Easley at (216)741-9388 for 
i n f o �-rna t i on . 

Oc tobei- 8-9, 1988 "The UFO E �·�per i ence " spc•nscq-ed by OMEGA 
Communications at the Ramada Inn, North Haven, Connecticut. 
Guest speakers include: John White, Walter Webb, Bruce Maccabee, 
Lawrence Fawcett, Philip Imbrogno, Kathie Davis, Sherry and Brad 
Steiger, Rev. Barry Downing, Jean Mundy, Dr. David Jacobs, Budd 
Hopkins. Registration fee is $100.00. For further information, 
telephone (203)239-4225 or write to: OMEGA Communications, P . O. 
Bo >� 2051 , . Ch e s h i �- e :r C T 064 1 0 . 

Sept . 7, 1988: "LIFO's YestE·rday and Today" . �·1UFON State 
Director for New Hampshire, Peter Geremia, will give a talk on 
the latest sightings in the New Hampshire area as well as 
worldwide. This talk is scheduled from 7-9 p . m. and is 
sponsored by the Expanded Mind, New London, NH. Tel: 
(603)526-2925. 

1988 
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The CUFOS position on the Gulf Breeze case 

Readers of the article by-lined Ware, Flannigan, and Andrus 
(though apparently written by Andrus) in the July issue of the 

MUFON UFO JOURNAL may get a misleading impression of CUFOS' 
current stand on the Gulf Breeze, Florida, CE/3photographic 
episode. Our concern here is not with what we consider the 
author 's errors in reporting privately-stated views. We wish 
simply to make clear why we feel it is wise to take a cautious 
view of this difficult case and to wait the results of t� e

.
st i ll 

unfinished investigation. 

CUFOS considel-s Gulf Breeze a potentially significant UFO 
case, but one that remains unproven. It is essential that 
research into every aspect of both photographs and testimony 
continue. Important questions are yet unanswered and necessary 
avenues of inquiry yet unpursued. 

Four e>:amp 1 es: 

1) On Novembey·· 19, 1987, th<.:.:o @!JJ:f_.�:C��.;�-§�D.:tiD�l pub 1 i sht-?d 

Ed's original <anonymous) letter accompanying his first five 
photogl-aphs. His lettel- stated that thel-e v-Je;-e "nc• beams coming 
from [the UFOJ" . On Decembe;- 7, in his fi \-st t1UFON report for··m, 
he mentions no beam in his account of this November 1 1  
incident. It is not until his third account of the incident, 
completed on January 8, 1988, that Ed reports a blue beam. In 
fact, the blue beam--which would come to figure prominently in 
Ed's claims--was first reported by a Gulf Breeze resident on 
November 11, according to a November 25 §§DiiD§l article. 
Critics are bound to suggest that Ed retroactively incorporated 
a blue beam into his later account of the November 11 incident. 

2) Ed has given three different versions of his activity at 
the initiation of the November 11 sighting. Why? 

3) Questions have been raised about the relationship of the 
MUFON investigators and Ed and his family. Some observers have 
complained that Ed was kept fully informed of ongoing inquiries, 
including those that were turning up leads that might have 
produced disc onf irm i ng evidence. Since §ll photographic cases 
should be considered at least potential hoaxes, it is essential 
that investigators operate independently from those who claims 
they are checking. An operation that gives claimants sufficient 
advance warning to cover their tracks (if there are tracks to be 
covered) is seriously flawed. We are not accusing the MUFON 
team of committing this kind of methodological blunder, but the 
charge has been made by others and so far has not been 
answe\-ed. 

4) We applaud Bruce Maccabee's admirable analysis of the 
Gulf Breeze photographs. He deserves nothing but praise for the 
care and thoroughness he has brought to the problem. But his 
analysis is only a first step. In science replication of 
findings is a necessary part of the process of inquiry. It is 
now time for another scientist as skilled and conscientious as 
Dr . Maccabee to examine th� photographs and to report his 
corte lusions. 

We feel that the Gulf Breeze case has generated too much 
needless heat. We hope that in the future ufologists will 
devote their energies solely to sober consideration of the. 
promises and problems of this extraordinary series of events. 
S i nc e a l 1 C• f us , v-Je hope , have o i"'l l y one con c e \- fl - that the 
truth, whatever it is, be found - we can put behind the emotion 
that has so far played far too large a role in the debate and 
concentrate on the work that needs to be done. Whatever the 

answer turns out to be� u�ology can only benefit from adherence 
to the strictest standards of scientific study. 

*********�****************************************** 

ELECTRIC SNOWSTORt1: f-�· cH- t Hu r .. on, t-'1 i c h .. , P5 t·1c.1 \-· c h 1 930 
"S t • E 1 mo ' s F i ·,- e was o b s e..- v e d at 7 : 30 p . m • on the 25th 

during a fall of heavy� wet snow. Small electric brushes were 
observed at the end of the arrow of the windvane, on the axis of 
the vane and at the tail. The hissing was so loud that it could 
be heard down on the main roof of the Federal Building, some 60 
feet be 1 o V'J t.:h f? vJ i r .. sdv anc-:> '' �;li_fD§i§ _ _ Q.§.t§ , t·1 i cl i i CJan, 1'1ar- cis 1930 



(Y) ORANGE BALLS OF LIGHT: EARTHQUAKES OR ALIENS? 

Greg Long 

Jim Melesciuc has invited me to contribute to Orbi�e�. For 
that, I thank him. 

I'd like to talk a few moments about orange balls of light 
(or orange BOLs). Starting in 1981 I began investigating 

numerous sightings of orange BOLs on the Yakima Indian 
Reservation in south-central Washington state. The Chief :ire 
Con�rol Officer, Bill Vogel, his fire lookouts and many 
others on the Reservation had been seeing these bright, large 
glowing balls in the atmosphere for years. 

I was intrigued. There were dozens of good reports, plus 
excellent photographs of the balls. Plus, there were repor�s 
of non-orange UFOs (many white or "strobelike"), UFO "craf:.," 
humanoid encounters and Bigfoot sightings. 

Mic�ael Persinger, a neurophysiologist in Canada, and John 
Derr, U.S. Geological Survey, Denver, performed a limited 
study of the Yakima sightings. They found a seeming 
statistically important correlation between low-level quakes 
on the Reservation and the appearance of the balls. They 
concluded that tectonic strain produced the airborne orange 
lights. Unfortunately, they couldn't--and still can't--supply 
the physics for generating the spheres. However, this hasn't 
prevented Persinger and Derr from declaring that the Yakima 
U?Os, and others elsewhere, are a totally natural phenomenon. 
In :act, �he scientists have looked at several so-called 
"·,.;indow" areas, and .based solely on interesting sta�istics, 
!:ave labe l ed t!J.e UFOs there as �at::ral "luminosities." 
Mys::e�y solved? 

Actually not. Persinger and De=r =ind that reading original 
case reports of orange balls of ligh::, or other UFO 
siqh::ings, a repugnan� exercise. Why th�s is so, I do not 
knc�. I =ind t�eir theory in�e�es::�ng, yet I also like a g=od 
deba�e, be =ause �here is a grea�e= prob lem than their re=�sal 
�o a=��o�ledge the de�ails of j�man t es:: � rnon y : Wha:: abo�� ::je 
phys�=s be!:ind orange E01 genera�ion? Eow are the S?jeres 
=�ea::ed, sus::ained and moved a=ross greac distances, a:: !J.i � 
a : t i::�de a�d for many minu::es? Why do some orange EO�s div �e 
and �erge toge�her? Why do some ora�ge BOLs appear in ca�� e 
mu�ilation areas and seem associa�ed with Big=oo�? Why do 
so�e orange 3CLs change shape, sue� as into a boomerang? 

�os� i�po��antly, why do not orange BOLs appear in grea� 
nu��e�s in heavy earthquake areas, such as Califor�ia? One 
�ou l d  think they sho�ld, b�� �he opposite is the case. 

To put the issue of earthquake generation of orange BOLs and 
other UFOs to the test (and maybe finally to rest), I am 
embarked on Project Orange Ball of Light. I have several 
objectives: 

1.) To determine if �rapge BOLs appear worldwide; and if so, 
do they appear in earthquake as well as non-earthquake areas. 
2.) To identify areas of the U.S. which are earthquake 
"quiescent," i.e., which do n.o.t. have a history of quakes; 
then determine if UFOs, and especially orange BOLs, are seen 
in those areas. 
3.) To cross correlate good orange BOL reports from around 
the world to analyze the reported features; the intent here 
is to establish a clear profile of the material features and 
behaviors of the BOLs, and to uncover information (if any} as 
to physical production. 

Currently, I am work ng closely with several investigators on 
these problems. My f rst criterion is good photographic 
evidence. My second s good reports: preferably multiple, 
independent witnesses. My third criterion is a large nu��er 
of reports (for example, a dozen or more} from one restric�ed 
locale (a "window"}. This will help perform any statistical 
tests between quake profiles and the presence of orange BOLs. 

I am asking for help from the ufological community. Here is 
an opportunity to study one type of UFO; to thoroughly test a 
theory which historically has progressed no further than 
repetitive assertions of its worthiness using a generalized 
model; and to establish the fact that ufologis�s can come to 
grips with one aspect of the UFO puzzle--presenting in a 
professional manner the best evidence for orange BOL reality, 
supported with high-quali�y cases and pho�ograp!J.s. If yo� 
have reports, clippings, articles, pho::os or any information 
regarding orange balls of light, I'd li ke to hear from you. 
Please send correspondence to: Greg Long, 10755 S.W. Murdock 
Lane, Apt. G-12, Tigard , Oregon 87224. 

Thanks for your help! 

Snow & Long Thunderstorm 
St. Louis, :\Io., 1 Feb. 1893 

Thunderstorm accompanied by snow and 
sleet continued for three hours with tempera­
ture at 14 o. 

;Monthly J Vea ther Review, Feb. 1393 

Snow on Fourth of July 
Portland, :'.Iaine, 4 July 1 S i9 

Flakes oi snow· iell-were seen by Signal 
Cor?s observer-occurred at 1700-terr:pera­
ture fell 15 degrees in 10 minutes in north­

west wind to a minimum of 57 o in evening . 

Portland Advertiser, i July, 
in The .\"c-.v J'ork Times, 11 July 1879 
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hr lit. t\rlhlll' 1'1-:TitO\'SI{ Y, 
�io·tulu·r ul lhl' tJSS H t\ t•ath••ny 
nll't•tla.:u�:it-al Sl'it•lfrt�s 
.• ,,,,.,�,·o/.fnotto lito· "'''"''"'' %11111/N,\I.IS'/' 
t:onlpllsilion lJy Kon!:l:mlin VIC I OflOV 

O
n<:e ajour11alisl l know �aitllo 
nw: 

"You lmow sonH:lhing, I lt�vc 
�ct�ll a U 1'0." 

"( believe you," I replied callll­
ly. 

Tlw joumalist was cxt'l'cdingly 
�urprised, "You tlon'l deny such 
lhings arc possible? Bul you arc a 
�ch�••list!" 

"Whal is lht'l'c to deny? All of 
Ull now and then sec something 

unidentified llying ·in the sky. It 
wo1·ld he· another mallcr if you 

cl:�imed that you had seen a crall 
'with 11on-earlhmen aboard. If you 

ditl. that would be so111cthinl� else 
:JJ:ain." 

"Well. I rind your stand n�asoiHl· 
hie. Aller all, it . Jeuves me the 
hope that I hnvc seen what I 
wanted to sec." 

rcspoml lo the hlllllan UIJ!e to 
overstep the uounds of the 

know11 inlo areas which have no 
direct sci('ntilic explanation. The 
lof.!ic is simple: once scientific 
:lllU lechllolnt!ical · Jll'llJ!lT�s has 
111t1dc mna1.ing things possible, 

why nul taltc another step into 

the fantastic? 

Not being nn expert on flying 
!'mtccrs, the abominnblc snow­
man or the Bermuda Trin nglc 
(honest ly, 1 do not think �uch CX· 
pcrts exist), and incap:•blc either 
of digpruving or or con firming the 

cxist•�ncc or these phenolllCiltl, I 
cnn only !'llggest a cotnmon basis 
for tliscussing ull this but in o 
totally different fit'ld. The com­
ltwn basis of the converst�lions, 
debates nnd quarrels connected 
with the surpri�illH nnd the JHI7.7.l· 
in�,! lies in the field of psychology. 

,,VI-IY DO 
"You nrc quite right. There is a 

natural yearning for n mira­
de ... " 

Man has n psychological pre· 
disposition ror believing in the 

rnitaculous- sometimes contr:uy 
to reason, sometimes· in complete 
(lccorcl with it. In psychology, this 
general law is known ns orienta­
tion. SOf\1E SEE '1,1-IEl\'l 

AND 0'1,1-IEI�S DON''l,? 
I don'l suppose I nm the best. 

person to (�Valuntc the pU7.7.1in� 
:md incredible phenomena whkh 
�ometinH�s hit the par!cs of news­

paper� and tnar�n7.ines. Ji'ar from 
bt�in� a chance lwppcnin1�. they 

Orientation is psycholol!icnl 

readiness for some definite pnl­
tern or pcn·civing, comprchC'nd­
ing, c•mceplunli7.illJ� nnd :tpprais­
int� things. This · phenomenon, Sputnik 

Sf'UTNIK. 

which ha� bt'PII studit•d widl'ly, 
npp:ll('lllly tal<�·s tlw lot 111 of :111 
\llldt·rl,villl� basis or faith ill all 
lll:tll has \\'illlt«�d to lll'lic\'1' or l hat 
ha� bce11 sUt!I!Psted to hi111. l 'l'n­
piP. pos::·��s v:u·ious pt l'dispn::i. 

lion� lo lites«� dTecls, hut llu� ��x­
istcnce or lhe pht'llOillellOII is 
undeniable. 

Some lime nt!n I wns n:dtcd to 
join in the tn:tld11g of a TV film 
which wm; devol('d lo thil:; under­
lying ps�·choloJ�ical basis of failh 
in mirades, Uurni11r1 Sr<'rt'l.o; of 
tltc Cr.rrtutu. In discussi111! the 
plall or the picture with the din·c­
lor nlld u.·e SCI ipt writt•r, I Sll/!· 
�-:ested showil•t! how n psycl•olo1!· 
ic;d nrie11lation loa "miracll'" C:lll 
create illusiow; where p1•ople 
would nppear to be t·crtain of the 
objectivity of their npprais:tls. 

The film in 110 way al!Pnlpl('d 
either to prove or disprovl' snllH'· 
thing sprcific. We invited Jwoplt� 
who clai•ncd to have �wen '"' 
:IUOIIlitWIJ)e SIIOWJII:lll tJH'lll!':l'l­
Vt'S or wert• positive lhatlh('y h:ul 
received necurnlc lnfot nwlion 
from those who hnd seen him. We 
n lso invited people who look ·a 
sccplicnl v iew of the nwtlet. 
Those who believed in the ntys­
lNious Bermuda Triangle <111d 

lho�c who did not. In' 
n word, we 

l/83 

UFOs: WHY DO SOME SEE THEM AND OTHEnS DONT7 - . 

I"":;I'Jtkd d iffpn•lfl sl.mulpoinl� In short, it is twcess:•ry to dis­
l lowt�v•·r, we wt·n· interested in lin�:ubh ul'lwccn what one wants 
what stood bdai11d them - lhr In set•, allll what uclually exists. 
JlS,\'t·Ju,loJ:il'al oric11talion- ralltcf Tlwre is nothing inherenlly 
than in lite standpoints thcntsf'l. �liJll'rtwlural either ·in the ex­
vt•s. ish�llt'(' of' the ubolllitw blc s 'now-

The fil m  st.n •ssed that we do nol man m· in the urrival of a ship 
It now. we do '!ot deny, we merely 1\'ith non-earthmen nbonrcl. Il nil 
nrc ex :unininr! why it all c:m he lirs within the bounds of the �>OS" 
lwlievt�d. So how did the viewers �iblc. lluwcver, if it is to be be­
who lu ·licvc in various miracles 
n·nd? 'I' I H'Y look it ns :m open de­
nial - d111� to lhe illusion of' ('Oil· 
trasl. Hccau�e thc.v believe in thr 
h;t.lllin't: aiuJ their faith did not' 
fi11d �llpport, it followed thnt the 

lieved, real facts arc needed and 
an mljustment must be made for 
lhc orientation. 

A Ul''O is not n emil carrying. 
beings f'rotn the stm·s, but an 

ohjcd which people can acllmlly 
liltn-tnaltcrs were disbelievers sec. llowever, interpretation lies who should be nitid1.ed and outside objective observation . ll 
C\'t•n t'OlldCtlllll't.l. 

rumes from tnan's orientation, 
But I :nn not a disbeliever. HI previously m-cumul�tcd JOJow­

henrd llwl Atlantis had been dis- lctlge und 1mu:h else besides. 
cm·t·n·d I \\'uuld be dl'lir.htcd. I 
would be eq u;tlly dcliJ!htcd lo 
ll':tnl that conlac·t wil.h :m cxlr:J­
tcrrt•slrial civili7.:llion had been 
111ade. It would not be 
psydtolot:ical blow for me, as it 
tnit:ht he for ot.lwrs. 1 would be no 
ll'ss ddit:hted if' the abominable 
�11ownmll Wl.'rc tlelivc•red to Moll· 
cow UnivNsity where I work, aiHI 
if we lt•t�rned wlwllt«'r or not he 
ltns lhl' nulitnt �nts of speech. My 
only d<•fiJ:tiHI is sci•�ntif'ic cvidcn­
•·c. 

The more man knows the Jess. 
his inftlnnalion shorlar.e and the 
more he strives to bn�ak . out of 
the confines (ll' ordinary phe­
nom«'ll:l. llc docs not nct�d lu 
have holography explained lo 
him, he knows enough about 
cybernetics nnd il' there is life on 
Mars is no lon,�cr a fascinalinH 
question. Con�equenlly, there Is n 
need tu shift to unlwown terri· 
lnry. 

Scientists ulwuys work on lhe 

boundary between the unlwu\\'ll 
:u1d the lmm\'11 . paving ways from 
the former lo the latter. The great. 

est scl'ptidsm is displayed by 
sl'it•ntisls towards mysterious 
h:q .>pl:nint:s in their uwn par­
ticular ridds. Fur exn lllple, 
psychologists take a rairly scep­
tical view of all sorts of para­

psychological phenomena, biol­

ogists nml anlropologisls or the 
abominable snownum, rneleorul­
ogists and hydrogrn phe rs of the 

Uermutla Triangle, paleontol­
ogist!' 'Of the Loch Ness monster. 
llowPvet. a psycholo�ist c;m be­
cunH! i nlriJ.!t•ed by U F 'Os. n phys­
icist t'llll bclic\'e that the Loch 
Ness monster surfaces . . . 

In ulher words. people are more 
inclined lo bt'lievc in thinJ!S they 
have no expert knowledge nbuut. 

On hC'arinr. me out, my jo{mwl­
ist friend smiled: 

"It follows that we, reporters, 

not brinr. .experts in any branch 

of natural science. arc more in­
dined to believe the Incredible 

than others?" 

"Let's �ay it would be nice if 
joumal i sls someli mes tu rncd into 
psychologists �ml con�idcrcd lhc 
impact or a published fJ!porl ()1, 
the J!enNal rcac.lcr.'' , . 0 

cr: B.Greenwoqd 
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Th i3 i3 th� .first in a &trit3 oi occa· 
s io nal a rt icl�s on 'Publi.:Jiting Is· 
surs '  that u:ill be ftat14rtd in PW. 
Fro m  timt to t i m t, u·e u"ill look at 
certa i n  p u blish ing dtci&ions that 
u rt' uf mort' than rout ine i ntere.,t­
hou: they a � made. u:ho makes them 
��d ::.·.'::! :: !""'! �.''! � CC:':�!!Cf...:.C�C'S. f! !.t 
ho"Otci that th is so-its :nil :>rot·idt a 
fo ;.,, m fo r co11 t i n u ing disc.uuion oi 
such iss u es. somet i m es cil but f'or· 
gotten in tht imsclt of rit e m a rlat· 
place. 

D I L E :.t �L\: You are a s en ior 
�ditor 3t a ores tiZ:ous t rade 

p u b l is h i ng hous�. A �am:sc ript 
f:-o m a we i l� sta� lis i':. e<l au:!:or of 
1-. orror and science :lcti o n  comes 
:1c ros !  you r tfesk. The � a n u�c:-:pt 
describes how the author was :..id· 
nap p� d. h andled and examir:ed by 
a n u m be r o f  s ma ll. :-o bot!ike a i ie :1s 
w i t h  s h i n )·. !J I:�.ck·but:on eyes . The 
book pu rpo �s to be ''A !:--.le Sto ry'' 
of :he 3U tho r's ex periences. and it 
is  su p po rt ed by the testimony of an 
\I. D. w ho sa)·s · he i s not sut!eri n g  
:·rom · • a n  anxiety state, mood dis· 
order or pt!rsona l ity d isorder. '' 

Q C:ESTIOS: Wha: do you co! 
.-L\"S H.ER: 1£  :he au thor is Wh it· 

le)o· .S trie i>er. the book is Com m u· 
n ion and you 're in the !)us iness of 
m a ki n g  bestsel len. :he quick a n· 
swer is, " B u )o· it ! " 
The Boo" 
:-:ow i n  it.s �3rd week on P!l.blisit· 
us trukly's bestseiler list. Com· 
m u n ion is well on its way to e arn­
i n g  out the estimated U m i llion 
advance paid by �lorrow's Beech 
Tree Books a nd ..\\·on for hardcov· 
er and pape rback rights. Aided by 
pu b l ic ity i n  Ptopi� a nd appe ar· 
ances on c =-: =-:. The Oprait Winfr� v 
Show . and Johnny Canon's To· 
n igh t Shou: Whit!e>· S tr.eber has 
enj o )·ed am ple opportunity to take 
his case to the public:. 

I f  sales are any indication. the 
pu b l ic i s  convinced that what 
Strieber sar�• happened, happe ned. 
And thi:s is  what he said: On a 
nu m ber of occasions--most memo­
ra b l y on the nights of October 4 
and De<:e m ber 26. 198S-three­
and-a-haJf.foot aliens visited 
Strie ber. carried him away and 
performed a numbe r  of experi­
menu on his mind a nd body. He 
was leit wi th a variety of visual, 
auditory and olfactory memories. 
so me comforting. m any unpleas­
a n t. Certain memories were 
ma:sked by l ater experiences, but. 
re-e merged under hypnosis. Ccnn-

ClaiUfl i• an a u thor and tlu pub­
li•h e r  of B rooksid• Prue. 

m u n ion is Striebe r's at:em pt to re· 
construct these events and other 
contacts with alien i n rl u ences that 
have occurred throu ihout his l ife. 

Chec ki n g  u p  on Strie be r's story, 
i n  the journali stic sen se. is next to 
im po ss ib le. There is  no way to ve ri· 
r:/ :he e:<;ler. ences he describes. e:<· 
ce pt to i nterview other people to 
who m  he descn bed those experi· 
e nces. ( ..\liens don't  stand s till  for 
intern e ws. and don't  answer 
c a l ls . > 

=-:or :s :he:-e 3ny 'Nay :o examine 
the evidence. 3 i nce �h:l.t � .,· :d e�ce is  
i n S t �:ebe:- ·s  memory. Ho·.�o·ever. 
s ince o u b l ication oi the oooic. he 
s ays : h at �any ?eop ! e  h a..-e writ· 
ten let:ers :o him. re .,·e aling that 
they '\·e !1ad simtlar ex;Jer!e nces. 
By the h u ndreds. accord in� :o him. 
the)' have th an ked h i m  :·or :e i l ing 
h is sto ry. 

The Terms of the Dilemma 

So. to ma ke an edito rial decision, 
you ha..-e to asic yourseif. "Is :his a 
true story?" 

And the coroilary: ·· Does sa11ing 
it 's so ma;ct it  so?" 

Beyond that. of cou rse. is the 
q uestion of ·�·nether :-·ou ha\'e to 
belie .. ·e the story in oreer to believe 
i t  s hould be pu b lished. In other 
words. if the author hasn·t con­
..-inced ;·ou to your satisfaction 
t h at :he story is true. do you want 
to give :hat author a forum in 
which to convince othen? And i! 
you 're not com-inced. does that 
mean that you should stand in the 
way of publishinr a well-told sto­
ry! 

Part!>·· of coune. the decision 
�-ill  d epend upon }·our editorial 
taste. But there's aiso the public to 
co nsider. Read en wan t  to be e n­
lighte ned. entertained and in· 
formed. H e re is a booic that is en­
te rtaining and inform ative--and, 
j udging :·rom sales an d  m ail sa tis­
fies a current need. Following 
these gu ide lines, you may decide 
that it is not an editor's preroga­
tive to judge what constitutes a 
'"true story." Let the author state 
his c ase, and let the audience de­
ci de. 

.-\ddressing the Issues 
''There wa:s no discussion about 
whether to publ ish this book as fic­
tion," James Landis. publisher of 
Beech Tree Booilts, to ld Plf . .. It 
came in as Communion.-A Tru• 
Story, and that's the way we pub­
lished it. I see it :u a memoir. Yi'hit­
ley Strieber is sayinr. 'Thia hap­
pened to me.' I don't see any more 
rea:son to doubt this memoir than I 
would dou bt the autobiography o( 

Publishing Issues-/ 

WHEN 
IS A 

TRUE· 

STORY 
TRUE t 

The fact that 
'Communion' 
is in the nonfiction 
column of the 
bestseller list 
raiSeS some 
interesting 
questions for 
publishers 

By 

E DWARD B E EC H E R  C L-\fU.""i 

'This has been a 

charmed 
publicatio�. 
vVe've had a 

wonderful time 
publishing 
this book' 

- Beech Tru pwhlisher 
1 JUrf,Q Uuulis 

a Hol l)o-wood actor or actress." 
Sherry Arden, pre side n t  and 

publisher of �orrow, concun with 
Landis. " 'A True Story' is  th e seil· 
ing line we used, and that's how we 
felt about it. In other words, ' You 
m ay not believe it, but here's how 
it  is." ·· 

Both Land is and Arden say the:: 
are convinced oi Striebe r's s i ncer· 
ity ana impre ssed with the q u al i t:: 
oi h is '.I.Titmg. "The lang-.J a g-e  i s  
\·e r: e�ective."' Landis com ment·  
ed.  

· 
.. �nidey is a good WT'iter. anc 

,ny good wn:er ·�·i ! l  s ay, ' I  wa n: : o  
invoi ... ·e the reacier in  the boo k. ' 
People are reading it as a story-as 
a very in .,·oi vin� piece of work. h's 

·not on the list just  because it 's 
we ird ."' 

A:-C:en: "\\nit!e..- is not a koo k. H e  
a ver-y,  \·en· credi b le person. wi th 
man:: con tacts i n  the science com· 
m u n i tv. We trul\· believe this h ao-
pe ned 

·
to \\n it!e�:. .. 

· 

Rena Wolner. pres ident and ;:�ub· 
l is h er oi Avon. he!pea build en th u · 
siasm for the booi< when �I o rrow 
and Avon were look.i:-:g at the 
manuscript '.l.'ith an eye to a h a rci.· 
soit deal. "This is a unique s to ry, 
and th at·s a quali t�· :hat a p u b lish· 
er looks for even· cia•·· Vtnitlev had 
grea: cou:-age � step for,..·ard and 
sa,· what he has now sa id." 

\\·ol ner also !"elt the timing was 
a bsolutel y right. "Six pag-es into 
this manuscript. I got the feeling 
that the�·s a need for this book­
it 's the right book at the right time 
b)· the right author. Whitley i s  one 
of the most creative people I know. 

And he ha:s done a wonderfu l j ob. 
Peop le out there w an ted someone 
to come out and relate this :.in d  of 
story." 

On the last pa� of Com m u n io n,  
rather •.J nusu ally, the address  of 
t�e aut �o

.z: i s  
_
given. �wo mo n�h s 

al ter pu ouca tton, u l.. u m m u Tt w tc 
cl i mbed to'.l.·ard the � u m ber One 
spot on the �on rlction B e s t s e i ! e r  
lists. Stri ebe r s a i d  he w a s  rec e i v· 
ir:� �5 to 30 ! e tters a da y and h ad 
pe rson a l l y  answered a bout  5V.J. 

W I  read e very let:er.' '  h e told ? W. 
"A v ast rr. aj o ri:y of "he �o p l e  . ..,· h o  
wr. t e  rr.e h a ve h a d  some s o rt  o:· ex·  
�r�ence-pro babl )· !?0'7c oi t !': e m. 
r:-.e:: !-:ave either ex;:e��er:ced i t  
personaily or in  th e i r  fa mily.  I t' s  
emotion ally .,·e n· inte nse.'·  

St:O:eber freq uently men t :o n s 
the pain oi peopie who have h a d  
direct con:ac: w i t h  a l i e n s  and h a v e  
b e e n  afraid t o  t e l l  am·one a bo u t  
these experiences. H� de scr:bes 
this au d ie nce as pe<�ple who are 
"suffering- i nten se ly ." �I a ny have 
expressed their gratitude to h i m  
ror writin g Com munion. 
The Author·s Story 

The aliens. as de scri bed bv 
Strieber. are about three-and-�­
hal.! feet tail. �-ith -two d ark ho ie s 
for eyes·· a n d  either 0-s ha ped or 
downturned mouths. Thev dre s s in 
various ways. Some wea� s mooth, 
rounded hats:  others wear hoods. 
One had on a �ay-tan body su it ;  
another w a s  dressed i n  d a rk-b l ue 
co.,·eral ls. 

The portrait on the co..,·er of t he 
book is a sketch done by a police 
a.rc:st com miss ioned b).· the author. 
As in compos i te dra�-tng-s of cr: mi· 
nals.  the dra�;n!Z' ,_,.as cre ated 
from a ve roal description supplied 
by the witness. The alie n on the 
co.,·er is bald. �;t h  e longa ted n os· 
trils. nonexiste n t  cheekbones a n d  
a sligh tly bemused. intel l i£e n t  
smile in which there is  no trace o f  
irony. 

Glancin� at the cover, which i s  
posted o n  his  wall. J im L a n d i s  
notes th a t  it is a "friendly p res­
ence." H e  adds. "This has be e n  a 
channed publication. We've had a 
wonderful ti me p u blishing th is 
book." 

But despite the appeal of their 
outward appearance, the a l i e n s  
have caunu Stri��r a.:ut� d i s­
tresa. During- his first hypnosis 
session with Donald Klein. �t. D  . •  a 
psychiatrist who ia director of re· 
search M the New York S�te Psy· 
ch iatric I nstitute, Strie�r u:sed 
the following words to describe the 
encounter that occurred on Octo­
�r .a, 1985. (B racketed ph rase s i n· 



d icate Strieber's own reactions u n­
der h ypnosis): 

" 1  saw something that looked 
l ike it had a hood on it,-standi n g  
over by t h e  wall near t h e  comer i n  
o u r  bed roo m  {brrakl i n to van i c /  
and 1 don't want i t  t o  be there !  1 
don't want it to be there!  Please ! 
<.;od, 1t- What's it domg to me"!" 
{Scream:�, prolonged, lO seconds.) 

During hypnosis. Strieber 
writes, he felt greater pan ic than 
h e  h ad ever experienced in his  l ife:  
"All  1 can s a  v is that I rel ived fe a r  
s o  raw, prof�und and la rge that I 
wou l d  not h ave thought it possi ble 
t h a t  s u c h  a n  emotion could exist." 

How I t  Pl ayed on TV 
" �[ y  next guest," annou nced Joh n­
ny C a rson on the evening of :\l ay 6,  
1 98i, ''cl a im s he's  been visited b y  
non h u m an bein gs. l t " s  a �:ery 
strange. biz arre tale, and we ' l l  
h e a r  h i s  :>tory ton ight." 

" I t  w as a l ittle ngure three-and­
a-half feet tall  with a rectan gu l a r  
s h ield," s a i d  Strieber, speaki ng d i­
rectly in to t h e  camera. "I was car­
ried o u t  of  the room. I t  fel t  re al. 
The c reatu res inserted needles  
a nd be gan operating on my brain. I 
reali r.ed my eyes were open. I be­
�n to scream. Then I said, 'Let m e  
smell you.' "  

" I t  was a wonderful spot on The 
To n ight Show," recal led Rena 
Wol n e r. "B u t the promotion h as 
been a great stra in on \\bitley. He 
h ad to disci p l ine himself to be able 
to respond to all this publicity.'' 

"\1,-n itley is such a wonderful 
guest (on shows )," Sherry Arden 
noted. ' 'He d oesn 't look like a kook­
h e ad o r  a n u t. He's terrib ly we l l­
spoken.'' 

Carson said he first saw Strieber 
on c�� and was 50 impressed \lo-ith 
his  presentation that he decided to 
invite him to The Trmigh.t Show. 

"Th e re h ave b�n some very 
good h oaxes," Jo hnny pointed out 
to his guest. " M aybe some people 
ou t there are saying, 'How do we 
know he did n't j ust sit down and 
..,..Tite it!' \lrbat do you say to 
th em?" 

" I  know th at many peo pie are 
s u:feri n g," St:-ieber re?lie<i. 
"Those peo ple  h ave a ri ght to relief 
fro m  their sufferi n g." 

Strieber H i �lr 

S trieoe r is a l so the author of six 
nove ls  and ( wi th J ames Kunetka) 
coa u t h o r  of two othe�. !-io,·els like 
Tht1 Huncer a nd Tlu Woljen are 
ho::-ror fiction with ( respectively) 
vam pire s a n d  werewol ves as lead 
characten . •  Vature'• En.d and War­
dav. t h e  boo\<3 he coauthored with 

J a mes Kunet k a, present a bleak 
and frighte m ng picture of the e nd 
of the world. None of his pre,·ious 
books i s  a true story, or claims to 
be. B u t  he d rew on h is a bilities as a 
novelist in order to create immedi­
acy and believability in Co m m u­
n ion. 

" Part of the magic of this book is 
that it's \lrbitley's words, thoughts 
a nd expe riences," Landis told PW. 
" I t's rat he r doub tful that a non­
writer could s park the kind of en­
thusiasm that you find in this 
book. 

'' I f  Co m m u n ion had come in 
poorly told. we certainly wouldn't 
h a ve publ is hed it. In a certain way, 
the story itself  is u ne xceptional. I f  
an a�!!nt  s a i d  t o  m e .  ' I 've � t  a sto­
ry of a gu y  who's been abduct�.' I 
wouldn"t ru n back to mv oub board 
and say, ·we·ve got a ��k about a 
gu:r who was abduct� . .  .' 

"The book is well done. Some 
people are terri fi ed by it and some 
a re not. Some read it as a sc ientific 
ende avor-some as a scary book. 
S t rieber has the abilitv as a de­
scriptive writer to tel l  ·....-hat hap­
pened to h i m . The e m bellishment 
of  experience is what \lo-riting is all 
a bout." 

The Skeptics' View 

Bearing wi tness to aliens is high­
risk writing, of course, and 
Strieber has come in for h is share 
of criticism. The sharpest attack to 
d ate has probabl:,.· come from 
Thomas M. Disch. Writing in the 
Sation C �l ar. 14, 19Si), Disch said 

K1Uluv Stririxr 

'\Vhitley is such a 
-

vlonderful [TV] 
guest. He doesn't 
look like a 
kookhead or a 
nut. He's terriblv . J 

well-spoken' 
.-s\!OM"O"'P � Sherry Ardnt 

I 
II 

' I don't see any 
more reason to 

doubt this 
memoir than I 

\vould doubt the 
autobiography of 

a HollY"vood 
actor or actress' 

-]a rna Landis 

'Novelists, 
especially horror 

novelists, kno\v 
all kinds of \vays 

to make the 
implausible seem 

plausible. 
It's \vhat they're 

paid for' 
-Criti& Thcmuu Disch in 

The "!'arion 

of Strieber: "Perhaps (we OUJrht to Klass told PW H i s boo k has been 
at lea.st consid er the possibi l ity)  h e  signed b y  Prometheus Books fo r 
is maldng up the whole s tory j ust spri ng 1988. 
as if he were writing fiction! Novel-
ists, especial ly horror n ovelists, Where Is the Truth? 

iuiuW a.H kinds of w a y s  t o  make t h e  
i mplausible seem plausible. I t's 
wh�t th�y·� pa!d f�r." 

Gregory Benford, professor of 
physics at the Un ive rsity of Cali­
!crnia at lr.-ine, v.'Tote a critica l  re­
view of Com munio n  for the s� u· 
l"ork Tim�s Book R evinc:. I n  a l ater 
interview with PW he comme nted. 
"This book is part of a de plorable 
trend i n  publ is h ing. It is cate ri n g  
to t h e  flagrant irr ational ities of  
the pub l ic with tarted- u p  Potem­
kin-\"ill age science. The re-e m e r­
gence of the Shirley �l ac LaineiB ri ­
d e y  � u rphy su bgen re is a 
chastening re m i nder that we are 
not. in fact. a dee p l y  rational soci· 
ety in splte of our tec hnology. I re­
gard these people as un wittingly 
in the same camp as the Funda­
mental ists. ·• 

Criticism of Strieber"s form of in­
q uiry has also bf.'en voiced by au­
thor Philip J.  Klass. a fo rmer editor 
of .·h·ia tion U"rrk and Spac� T�ch­
nology, who is describe d  in Com­
m u n ion as "a noted debunker of 
unexplained t:FO s ightin� . .. 

Klass. the author of c.:FOs: Tht 
Public Drui 1·td (Prometheus 
Books. 1983), h as investigated 
t:FO eases for 21 years.. His re­
seareh has led him to conclude, 
-There is not one iota of credible 
ph�-sical e\·idence to prove earth 
h as o�n vi.sited even once by un­
identified th-inJ1.' objects.-

After appearing with Strieber on 
Tht Oprah lrinfrt JI Sh ou-, Klass 
urged the author of Com nm nion to 
file a complaint v.-ith the FB I 
a bout his alleged k id napping. 
Kl ass argued that being kidnapped 
by al iens was. aiter all. much l ike 
being kidnapped by the PLO or anr 
other terrorist �oup (though of a n  
o n:i e r  o f  magn itude more improba­
bie). Tnerefore, he felt. it  should be 
reported to the FB I .  "It is my opin­
ion,'' Klass told PW, '""th at Strieber 
does not real ly believe his  e vidence 
!or abdu ction is as convincing as 
he c laims." 

Since the pubiication of Com m u ­
n ion. Kl ass h as bee n  \lo'Tit in g a new 
book that examines the ciaims of 
Strie�r and of t:FO invest igator 
B udd Hopicins (author of l n trud­
�.- Thr l ncrrciiblr Vi1ita ticm• at 
Capley Woods, pub l ished by Ran­
dom House). 

Strieber, howeve r, d�s not c l a i m  
t o  be a n  authority on the s u bject o f  
UFO!. In Cnm m u n ion a n d  i n  h i s  
publ icity appe arances, he m a k e s  a 
point of em phasizing t h a t  he d�s 
not know ..,..-ho the al iens are.  where 
they come from or what t h e y  want. 
As he states in the "Pre l ude" to 
Commu nion. "Th is is t h e  story of 
one man's atte m pt to d e al with a 
sh attering assault fro m  t h e  u n ­
known. I t  is a true story, as t r u e  a s  
I k now how t o  describe i t." 

H aving undergone h ypnosis to 
reconstruct the events t h a t  he ex­
perienced, he al so took a poly­
�aphy test  to determ i ne to h i s  
O\lo-n satisfaction whe t h e r  he w a s  
tel i i n J1,'  t h e  truth. " T h e  re a son I 
carried o u t  the polygr a p h y ,'" 
Strieber concl udes. "was to re as­
sure readers that I honestlv t h i n k  
that I percf.'ived the t h i ng-s 

.
report­

ed in this book. I t  is not fiction. a n d  
d oe s  not contain a word of fiction. 
:.01y successfu l completion of  t h i s  
test in n o  w a y  proves t h a t  m y  rec­
ollection of my experiences is cor­
rect, but it does confirm that I 
have described what I saw to the 
best of my abil ity."" 

"He is a brave m an.'' com mented 
Strieber's agent, .Kiroy �lcCauley. 
"How manv autho rs would risk a 
career of th is stature to write a 
book of this kind�  Do I thin k it's a 
hoax� �ot for a m i n u te." 

THE D/LEJ!.\!.4. < rest ated !: You 
are an editor for a p rest i�io u s  
trade pu b l ish i ng h o u se. a n d  a 
man uscript by a well- known a u ­
t h o r  comes across you r desk t h a t  
deal s \lo;th a l i e ns.  

If  wel l  p :.: b l ish ed. it  wil l  su reiy 
be-come a bestseller. 

The author wil l  stand behind h i s  
story, and h e is wi i l i n g to g o  o n  
tou r. 

He \lo;ll  p rov ide testimony from a 
licensed psych iatrist asse rti n Jr, 
"He has a p p roached t h e  d i l e m m a  
o f  w h a t  is  h a p pe n ing t o  hi m in  a 
carefu l and for� h riJrht way and h a s  
pursued h i s  i n ve s : i gation W i t h  d; ; , .  
gence." 

The author will unde rgo a l ie-d e-
tt>c-tor t.P�t. 

He \1,;11 q uote the test imo ny of 
friends, fam i lv. co l lea�es and oth­
ers who we re

. 
with him at critical  

times . 
He -;ants to call it "a true s tory." "I ex peet to go head-to-head 

with these authon and demon­
strate for any thoughtful person QC.:ESTIOS: Ytill yo u p u b l i s h  
t h a t  this is a b u n c h  o f  non sense,'' t h i s  book� C 

Pl:Bl.IS H t: P. !'  ll>t:t: ,.; L '  A l"CL'ST 1 •. � �-�  
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n .f ,  h y  " " " " ' "' 'u · e p :11 1 i c i pa n t B ud d  
l lopk i n' r 1Ct �u l l l l l 1  l luu .. c ) ,  a m i  the hcst· 
Sl' l l i n !!  t ·· """"""'"' · hy W h i t le y St r id>cr 

t r- lnl l l l\\ I -- and hy U I ·O researcher 
W i l l i ;t n l  :-. l oc o l <' . " r i 1 u1 la t iun of a sup-
1" ·��· · I I �· 1 1l l i ,  i .d  d " l ' t l l l ll' l l l  tk�.-, ihiu!! t he 
d i 'n •v•· 1 � 1 1 1 l ou r  ' l 'a•·c - a l ic u bod i e s .  

<.' l1 1,,. '' "' "unt•· • s  w i r h  •w e l t  p:u auor· 
mal c la i 1 1 1� ; ' 1 ' 1 ''':11 1 1 1 a l l l il'l  t l'i rcpor trrs 
with a � i nt i nl t"• n ual ist ic �.-hi zoph r c n i a .  
\Ve arc l'"'"'�'··d hy a u  overpowering 
Jcs i r e 1 1 1  �I'"'  an •·n tc r t a in i n!! yarn but at 
the s:unl' t nm· :ut '  1 1 1 1 11 hy a strong con­
f l ic t  0 1 1  f r 1 1w I l l  l ll t 'l.'l't' t f :  
• Shou ld \\ C : •ppr o;ll·h t he whqle t h i n g  
a s  a jol...e . a n d  r j , k  an ge l i n !!  the gruw i n g  
se � l l lel l t  I l l  I II I I  :1tld 1l'lll:e t ha t hel ievcs i n  
t he par : u H •I I n a f '! t For r y · l \\ 1 1 pe rce nt o f  
;u lul rs  �a�· r hn ha\'l' h a d  l' t m t al:t  w i t h t he 
dl' :Jtl . up 1 1 1 111 1  � ·/ f 'l' r l·cnt  in I IJ 7 J ,  :tt: · 
Col l l i n c  1 1 1 a r •·rr· n r Univers i ty  uf Chi·  
C11.!0 I" '" I 
• I lr· ' h1 1u ld we l l l' : l t  t ht· 1 1 1a 1 1cr as if i t  
were \l'l l l ll l 'i  and 1 1�k y 1l' ld i ng to the 
1t:rnpt a 1 11 1n 1 1 1  q;ll t :  t lu: pw - lJ I ·O ctse too 
St l l lng ly I 

1 111· \\ ' ,"/"" ':'"" l 'n1t  t o 1 1k t he l i r st . 
an1 1"cd : 1 f ' l '" ':ll·h i n  t w1 1 1cn.c rhy  ar t il' lcs 
on " a hdul i H •n "  on fo, l ; u d r  1) ami J u ne 

� · 1  t / 'u.l l re por te r  Cu 1 1  S " t '  l' l ' , w 1 i l l l l l' 
"' C' "'""""inn :1ut hor S t r  1 d ••· 1 ,  ' · ·. •. :. ·. 
he has bee n  abducted , ob�c r vc d : ' By l 1 i s  
own :u:couill , he ' s a b i t  oJ d :  ' I  remembe r  
being lcrri lictl a �  a l i t t le boy by an ap· 
pcarancc of Mr. Peanut . ·  " ) ll1e pieces 
were good fun ,  but perhaps not tota l ly  
open-minded . (- News fo l lowed the second av·  

L e nuc when it  a i red two lengthy 
I reports on a l l eged abduct ions 

anti al il'n  vis i ts  - Niglrtlinr, June 24 
(pegged to the conference ) ,  and 20120. 
M a y  1 4 . The repor t s  were stron g l y  
biased toward the ur-o be l ie vers. who 
got tu make t heir  case at  length . lntrrtcl· 
rrs author l lopk in s . for i nstance , said he 
had interviewed some 1 •10 people, ma ny 
under hypnosis, whu llcscribetl be !ng 
kidn;rpped Q.y domc- hc�llled four-foot al·  
icns , subjeCted to mc:d ic:rl experiments ,  
and released. l ie sa id  that  most of h is  
suhjccts had ne\'cr met one  another .  yet 
they had recounted detai l�  they cou ld not 
have concocted intlepc:ndentl y - for ex·  
ample . needles insened i nto the ir bod· 
ies. leaving strange scars: :md mys· 
tcriom h ieroglyphics reproduced under 
hypnosis.  

Give n  the incredible nature o r  such 
claims,  one might have t hought that 
A BC would give the doubters' a rgu·  
me11ts he:IVy weight .  Out according to 
'my l i ne count of the program tr:111scri p1� .  
ain i rne for U r-0 proponents e:tcecdcd 
a i r t ime for the skeptics by :t ratio of 
ahmll four to one on Ni,r.:lrtlint and 
roughly seven 10 one on 201?0 (which 
ljllllted lliOIC than ten U r-0 bel ievers a nd 
only one skept ica l sl•ur cc). Phi l i p  Klass,  
a W:r�h i ngtnn-hased con tribu t i ng cditnr 
of A l'imimr Week & Spaa Tt•clmvlo.r:y 
ant! the guest skeptic on Nightlint. had 
hard ly begun hi:-; rehu11al hefore t he 
show wa� over. K lass, perhaps Ameri· 
ca 's leading U FO dchunkcr, had nu t ime 
to present h is  :u g umcnt that the " vic· 
l ims." high l y  suggestihle umlcr hyp· 
nosi s .  become convinced of the real ity 
of .what, in f01ct ,  arc n ightmares or de· 
Ius ions. 

One might  have thought that A B C  
would suhjcct t h e  abduct ion bclie\'e rs to 
tough c ross-exa m i nat ion:  but  it wa s 
11u i te  gentle . A mong questions not :rsket.l 
on either  prognrm: Aren' t  t he a l iens de-

/ 
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l. ' • • l , f i ( �  ' ' i l l  ,'ice t; l ea l t J •  I)Ui l t i.Jel· 
t t  fI e , .  1 l 1  e .N � ' Yet t t l .ie t· t': �.ecl.iot �� 

\\' . \ �·: I J I N < : I I IN ' I  l 1 1 ·  1\ 1 1 1 1 ' 1  I · 
C ' : I I J  p 1 1 h l l t ·  \'.' I I I J 1.1 ' 1  l h  l l t s f  l t 11 1 k : r l  
l l w � ; 1 1 · : d i i J  l 11 1 1 1 d w t j 1 1 • ; l  : 1 1 1 1 - r  I I H'  
1 ' IT .•: l r l  • · 1 1 1  I :  l I c I t - 1 ' 1  l 1 1 1 1  . : t 1 1  d I I I ( ' 
p h t l l '  \\' I l l  r n : r lw i t <.;  t l l : t l d t · t l  1 1 1 1 � 1 t l  
n � : l 1 1 • r  I l l r t u ·  l : t l l ' l ' , l l t l '  1\ l r  l- '1 1 1  t '(' 

� ; t l t l \ c · •d l ' f r b r . 
� l ; r j .  l ' : 1 l t\ l t r l l : t t l l ' .\' , a n  1\ l r  

F 1 1 1 ' 1  I '  � l ' r d : • · s t n : r t t . �; ; r i d  l i t < ' 
�l t ': d t  J r .  r l 1 · • : 1 1 � t t : l l cr l l l w I I  'J , w i l l 
t t l l l l l r , t r l l w r l : r r r t l l h p1 1 h l i < · t u r ·  
\ Tl l l t l l ! l r t  ( ' : r l l l r 1 1 1 1 l : r . l 1 1 t l J l l 1 ' 1 1 ; 1 1 ·: 1 · 
1 1 1 1 1 1  � l 1 1 r I I i 1 1. 1 I f  \ •: I l l  J ., . " ' t y 1 ' 1  � �� :, . 1 1 1  
1 ' 1 1 1 1 1 1 "' ' " 1 1 " J , _,. 1 1 1 1 ' 1 1 .  N l ' \\' p l : l l l l ' �-{  
n l l • · 1 1  t i P  1 1 1 1 1 I I :• t l l l f l l  ' W \' f ' t : d  
l l l l l l l t J 1 • :  ; t l f • · r  f J w y ; I I I ' J I I I '�;I ' I l f l •r l .  

l · r • · ' l  l l n l l t n : r t t . : r  l ' l ' l r f : t l! l l l l  
I � , , . , h I .  • :  I I I :  I I I  . " • .  I I  I c . c l  I , ,  : I  I I I t ( ' 

J d . t t w · · :  • t t i \T I I I I I f' .  l r : H i l '• ·c · r t sl ' l  l n r 
: t i l •  t l l w  N t � \ r ' t l l l ll ' r l ' l t T I I n i i S  l n r  
l 't d l f  l c  ; r l J • r t t l '"' · r · • ;  

P• · l l t • H  r : l f l • ·  ' " ' · n d •• · r · ·  p f  ( '1 1 1 1 · 
l! r t 'S� l t : l \ ' l ' t : l l t l l l l t i i ' I J f i l l ' l k l l ' t t SI ' 
B o s t o n  G l obe 8/ 5 /88 

I k p: l r l r l l l ' l l l  nol l o  r nn lt<' : u r t ' kc- · 
l l n l t · \' U • r I s s u e  nu l of l h r n e w  
ho t l l l ;c · t . a s  was dot u: w i t h I he B· : 
I l l . < :o '· M l c h a r l  S. Uu lw lt ls,  l l a c ' 
l >t ' l l l l l c r : r l lc ca n d l d:J i c• fo r p res l - •  
d l ' t t l ,  :u ad V kc l ' n•s l df' l l l  < :coq�c · 
l l 1 1 s h .  l l w  l i k ely l kpu h l l nm nom l · . 
l l l ' c ' , ca d t  ha ve sn l d  t hey support

· 

I I H· I H' \\' p i C I J I(', 
The hot n l >l'r Is : t i l  I I J J t lst m l ly · 

s h n t l p f: n r�· IJ<'c:J t Jsc of l i s  u n l q r tc 
' :.!_1.\�g '�� ��( drslgn n nd w i l l  l : r l< e 1 
o t t l y I wo J H ' I  so1 1s I n  l l_v .  rd kf'l  I n �  
l l u• s o p  I t 1 ·:; 1  kn I I n n  of I I  H '  I H'W I c d  • ­
, , , J"I-�.\' I J r : 1 l  l m� l!l l i H' In fo  l i s  rk· :  
"l ' I" J ' " I I ' t t l . :wt·ord l nl! l o  l ht• 1\ l r : 
l · ·n r  t T .  ' l l w  I J - �):J. ho l l l h!' r rrq n l n·s : 1 : 
I ' l l ' \\' o! .•; J x a nd l hc r w w B - I B .  

l 1o t n l wr I �  ! ln w n  hv a c · r r w  of lnt t r. : 
l ' t t h l l �d wd rt' J ;n r l s  h a v e �ug- ; 

1 '/" ; l l 'd l l r : l l o\'C' IT l l l l S l w vc p1 1 .s l u-d · 

I I  ,. p rl l 't' I ng fn r l l l  e w c :r 1 Jl > 1 1  1 1 p : 
' " " " '  l l t : 1 1 1  :.!.0· - r wn·r' l l l , I n  <� hor , L  
�; · l ! i l l 1 n l l l l 1 > 1 1  pn pla ne.  

. •  1 1 hl' d by t h e  v i c r i m s  unca n n i l y � i m d a 1  
· · •  o i , r: n n e �  i n  the fi l m  Closr F:11cvunto r .  
� l r .  l l opk i n s 7  O o  you rc: tl l y  e .\ f'CCI  u s  
t o  g i ve you a n y  credence w i thout le t t ing 
us quest ion a l l  a l leged vict ims and e.\· 
a m i n i ng thei r sc:trs? 

A O C 's approach was m i rrored in  Pw· 
pi� magazi n e ,  w hich de voted much of a 
I .  765 - word M a y  I I  U FO piece to Ct�m· 

1111111ion authCir S t rieber.  whose book de· 
t a i l s  h i s  o w n  li u p p o s e d  a b d u c t i o n s .  
Pcoplt spent only two paragraphs dis­
cuss i n g  the skept ics and observed: "TI1e 
introspective author o r  poru lar horror 
nove ls l i ke Tlr� \Volfcn and Tht lfungrr. 
Strieber is h:trd l y  the sort to risk his rep· 
utation in  the service or mere sensation· 
a l i sm . "  M ay be  nor .  Out his  reported S I 
m i l l i on advance wou ld certain ly  have 
sweetened the por . . 

Something
' 

e lse tha t has in fl a med re· 
porters ' imagina t ions is  a document that 
U fOiogist Moore told the American 
University conference had been leaked 
to him by U . S .  intc l l i ecnee sources .  
Dated Novembe r  I 8 ,  1 95 2 .  i l  i s  sup· 

· po�e d l y  a bri e f i n g  paper for President·  
e lect Eisenhower prepared by "Majes· 

t i c - 1 2 , '  • a secret  U FO i n t e l l i g e n c e  
pane l .  T h e  document said mi l i t:�ry sci ·  
enl ists were studying t h e  rcm:Jins o f  
" rour smal l · human- l ike  bodies ( tha t  I 
had apparently ejected" from a ll y ing 
saucer that crashed in New Me:tico in  
July  1 94 7 .  The document w:�s quoted in  
newspapers . including Tilt N e w  J'ork 
Times. which discussed it  in  some det a i l  
on t h e  front page: o f  i 1 s  J u n e  1 6 science 
sect ion , whi�h also carried a photo of 
the supposed briefing paper .  

Most news accounts.  including the 
Timt·s 's ,  noted that there were doubts :ts 
to the document ' s authenticity,  but sug· 
gcstcd that i t  cou ld be genuine.  The sug· 
gcstion irks K lass, who says that the 
document is such an obvious hoa :t ,  so 
riddled with i inplausib i l it ies and intem:tl 
inconsistencies, that i t  shou ld not be 
quoted with a str:� ight face. For i nstance . 
in Ju ly  1 947,  Eisenhower was A nny 
chid o f  starr, in  command or the officers 
who supposedly round the :! l ien rem:� i n s .  
Y e t  t h e  document w :t s  wrillen :ts if E i ·  
senhowc:r h a d  never he:trd o f  t h e  inci·  
dent. Did its supposed author think Jke 
was so seni le  th:ll , at  sixty-two, he ::vould 

h a ve forgo l le n  the most  re mark a b l e  
e\'cnt or t h e  century? T h i s  i� b u t  o n e  of 
several Kl:�ss arguments t hat seemingly 
put  the l ie  tQ the co�mic W:ttergatc ' s 
smok ing gu n .i 

In his  Niglrtlint appearance , K lass i � ­
sued a cha l lenge to A O C: i f  the network 
thought  there was only a I percent 
chance these reports of U FO contact 
were true:. i t  ought to launch :1n :t i l -out 
invest igation \\ i th  i ts  fifty best reponcrs.  
I f  they came back with confirm:uion . i t  
would be the biggest scoop or a l l  t ime.  
Out ,  i r  not . the network oug h t 10 te l l  the 
publ ic,  ' ' I t 's nonsense :tnd there has 
never been so great a con job done on 
the news media. "  

K l ass re:tliY; got the k n i fe i n  with this  
comment. because , or course, most or 
us do not take UFO-claims seriously at  
a l l .  We might  pretend to,  for the sake 
of te l l ing a good stbry , but  we wou ld 
not launch a n  .in -dep,th investigat ion for 
fear of WjiSt i rJg time and becom ing :1 
laughi ngst5c k ;  Jf we are not prepared to 
investigate , w� are ill no posit ion e i ther 
to present Uf-0 re ports as SeriOUS nCil.'S 
or to d ismiss rhem as jokes.  • 

! 

S p u t n i R  Ma g .  6/68  
F ly i n g  s a u 6 e r  i n  M o n g o l i a  

1 want  '·" n:cou�t a n  event I wit ne s sed 1 lew 
yc:�rs 111;0. That �ufTimcr -.·c we r e wurlunf!  on the 
" U J!tnl" stnre farm. O n  t h e  cHning of J u ne 27 ,  
I 'J(,J, I wu rct urn;nf! to U l a n  U n r nr in a \'Cry 

c rowded lnrr)·. Uer -. ec n  about 10 and I I  p.m. the 
moon (ur -.·hot I 1t10k for the moon) r� O\·cr 
t he: mountains em the: non � ·wc�l. Wi r hin minure.�. 
and in full view of everybody, the object went 
�tn1i�hl up, � h a rply ' c h a n �:ed its eoune a nd then 
moved ovct the honzon in a nonherl y direction. 
Some I 0 t o  I .S mi'n ut es l; uer. the " moon" dis· 
a ppc:!rcd. I fAiled t o  t o k e  pict ures or this stran�:e 
" moon". A nd here i s  one more de ta i l : v.·hcn i t  
hove into si�ht fro� txhind t h e  mountAi ns it was 
the size  Clf rhc real moon, but u it g a ined alutudc 
it looked l a r�er a nJ lar�:cr.  The objec t wu also 
seen from Ulan Dator

,,
. 

1 HtUrrdnv &lsi, Ultvt 8111or, 
Mongoli.cut Proplr'1 Rtpi/Jlk 
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i lres (s .f/l )' i. ng Dis 1-cs I �  I �e} Jo r ted i n  1V  e s l 

(,t!ijo r: r inn Sn�·:r; O nd Croft 1 
I I  nd  Tn' T I I  r f l  t1 o l i  ."i .'-i f l f' t •d  
S :\ N  F fl A N C ! SC(' .  J u n r.  :l O  ! 

1 u r  1 .-T h e  " f J : · i n g  .'- a u r r r s ' '  r e - 1 
rnrt rct f \a� h i n g  throu·, h \V rs t r r n  

- �: i "�  f'Jr  n r : n l y  ,. -...·c t· � h a d  a n r w  1 
-, r. ! i ;\ 1  c o m p :t t 1 1 0.!1 M o1 1 d a y---a 
s : r :: r-. :: .:  ' ' o \· ;: .J - .' '1 �t pc ci . ' a i r c r a f t. 

A f n � m e r  n i :- - t i t ! c  J 1�J r::-.r r ,  Fr:-t n �  
�L K i n g ,  o(  � "'� J r ::  ndro,  C:l ! i f . ,  

� a i d  h e  n n ct  a �H'liP o f  fr i r. n d �  
sa l\' · · a  strn · � P. -l •'Ck ing,  O \' n l ­

:<. 1 1 :-�  pre obj e c t  L l l a t  g i r n m cd i n  the 
n:oo n l i c h t  a n d  w e n 1 .  w i th trrmr.n : 
d o�ts �·peed n t  n uo•J t  4 , 000 feet 
at :  i � u c l c . "  

M r.  K i n F: ·s t n ystr� i o m;  p l a ne o n l .v  

� l i g h l.l y res e m b l e d  d esc r i p t i o n s  o f  
t h e  • · t : y i n �  -; a ur:r r " "  t f' p o r lcd l y  
s r r. :1  w h iz.z ing  � t. ' ' i n c r ed i bl e  
sprees · · a t  s ; : 1 · n w i rl c l y !;('pa r a led 
po i n ts �s Pt !1 d l c t..�n .  Orr . : B o i s r ,  

l !hi ln .  :m e l  0 1� ! :1-hvma C i t y  s i nc e  
I a .':!.  Tuesd?_y .  

Another '/l' : S i r t t &  o r  l h e  M a r l i : Hl ­
l i ke a i r c ra f t  -.ra!' � ive n by n. L c x ­
i n r: t oo ,  K y . .  p : 1 ::; i c i n.n a n d h t s  
m0 t h r r ,  n t te ; · ri i n r,- :;.n n. l.omic  rncd i ­
c i n e c l a �s :-:-.t t :·,� U n ivers i ty  o f  
C a ! i f o r n i a .  l:•r, L· nn Oe t i n g e r  :<> a i el 

he and t h r ee c t l H · r  persons � a w  n 
1 ' "s i l ver b a l l ' '  a l.; r •ve the G r a n d  

' Ca n yo n  i n  \riZ0:-1 ;.\  l a s t  T h u rs d a y ,  

; • · t oo sv.-i ! t  1.>  �� :- n  Rirpbne." . " I t  v.:-.s • u i� �. : : l c tl y  l ar� c b a l l , "  

�irs. Odi r · . er  �;· ! ct. · ·n n ppeared 
1 t.o be !al l i � : .; ." 

NY Her a l d  Tri b une 
7/2/47 
cr : R .  G i orda n o  

I _ _ _  __:::. 
· -" ''YS A rm y  H o.s l\'othing 

I . /, i 1.- r  '/'/, r.m i 11 A ir 
. I  W /\ S H J N G TC>N . J u l y  3 .  (IT)- · , ; :\ · J r c l l m i : l :. ry i n q ;J i ry i n to re ports I 
' I  ' i t · I  .s t r ;1 1 1 P. C'  " tl y m g  i i s k s "  h a ve l1 

: l • c ·  · 1 \1- h J ;·.;· J n r. a t  1 . 2 0 0  m i l es a n  
; ; , r , . , r  tWC-r r h r \V est " ' h n :;  n o t. pro - I 
: < l ; , r: c ci enour.h f a c t.-; l:"' w a rra n t 1 
; t t : r l l H· r  J.: l V cs t. i g a t.w n . "  a n  A rmy 

I I 
A i r  Forces spo�: �sman sa id tod a y .  

·j ·he orfl c i a l  ::; a i d  " w e  d on 't  h a ·.·e j :-t t !1 1 n �  tn a t  wou l d  g i ve any real - � 
J. <; tT.  · • t.o a r e po r t. m a d e  l a st week 
hy a Boise c :·d a. .  \ bus i n ess m a n .  
H t- !;a id he s a w  n i !H� my::;terious ! 
c •b) c c t..s--bi� ns a i r p l a n es-racing I p ·; , · : · \\" ? sr· m g : an S t.? t.c ·.c- Casr. a d f  

. l l :-: n g c  W J t.i J a pecu l i a r  w e a v i n g ! 
: m o ;J nn " l i i< e  th e tail  o! a k i te. " l 
: Sr ·: p •·r. I o L l J r.r  persons in w id el y I 1 �-:: <. :. Lered l oca l i li�s 1:\ ter said they 
1 :  ! <' cl J:: � l m psed s�m i l a r objects. 

· 

: "!'he- A .  A. F'. spokesm a n s a i d  
1 t h i.  .'\n-;, y !":3:o  n o  n c:w cxper : :-n e n -
; 1.;1 1 pia n l? "- or g u i d ec m iss i les 
: \\ l r 1 ch  \\' O u l u  li t such a d escri ption.  
• H e· �a i d  A.  A .  F. people are i n -
: t i l l lcd t o  bel i ev e  either the o b -
I s � n  � rs j u s t. i m a g i n e d  t h e y  sa\·; 
! son • r t l l i n g  or t-h a t  t h ere is some 
: rr. t ! •' O rolog i c a l  e x p l a n a ti o n .  
I rl owe;·�r .  W r i g h t  Fiel d < D a v ton 
. 0!� 1 u ' p u b l i c - � e l a tions o!I; cia l� 
1 -"a i c� the  Air  M a  tc riel  Comm a n ci  
: : s  :n a k i n g  an investigati on of . · s:l t t r. c r - s h <� pr.cl ' '  m issi l es sec1• re­
: ccr. : 1 _\. i n  the P n c i ftc N or th w es t  
: ;rn c' Tcx::ls .  
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l i i �· h - F l y i n  .... l'thst cry ; 
Only bol; men .sa� "ln", pos.o;lbl e ""  : thc.se ! 

days, b u t  surely ·a n occasi onal " unlike ly "  
wlll be p c rm l tt. e d .  From widely . ..,cattered 

I Western c1 ti es come re ports o! . !aucerlike 
obj ects h tt r l l l n g  thro u g h · the ··atr ·at u n ;.. · 
heard-or .spee d.-;, and each 1lurry or unsub­
stantiated repor ts g i v es ri se .to wilder 
theori e.'i or n e w . plan es , new mlssile3, new 
technkal ad \"an ces. In some o! the surmises 
the United Sta tes Js - credited w1 th & n e w ­
burst or  genius, - w hiie theorist.! o! a ..more 
dour ·nature tt.Se rlbe- the work·  to ' ·Russia. · 
Meanwhil e, the fl a ws 1n the stories ·· are 
ov erloo ked : That wen.ther p l a n es, scouring 

1 the are a  d a.i ly, h a v e  brou ght back no .such· 
reports; tha t  the !lying .saucers appear to. 
have th e secret o! lnde!lnlle levita tion a.nd 
n eve r  lAn d ; tha t  n e i the r · th.1s country nor ­
Russia wo u l d  be l i ke ly to select a populated 
area for tes t.s of a. secr et we apon. . ·· - ·  

.Wi t h  so ll tUe to d e pend upon, a guess · �-. . 
to the n a ture of these a p p a r i tions ls dan":...· ·  
gcrous,  althou g h  mos t or  the reports can

. 

s a f e l y  be a ttribu ted to d e l u sions b ro u g h t  
on by r e a d i n g  ear l i er r e ports. One possi bl e 
expla nation may be pu t forth : Loo k into 
th_e Westchester sky some sunny week end, 
and repe:1.tedly y o u  wi l l  se e g lints or s u n :.· 
l i g h t  r e f l e c ted from the silver wings o t  
-p l a n es. Fast-mov ing jet p lanc.s, s o  hig h th at 
the plane· I Lo;e l f  is i n v is ibl e to the naked e y e ,  
g i v e  of!  t h e  s a m e  b r i g h t  !lash es, a n d  most ot this coun try 's jet · p lanes, new and old,  
are based i n  t h e  W est. I t  wou ld be en tirely 
n a tu ral for an observer , see i ng · f irst a 
speed i n g  g l i n t a n d  th e n only empty _space, 
to thi n k  o !  stra ng e  m i ssiles tlylnr: nt tre­
m endous veloc i t i es,  and to ·sprea d  the re-: 
port among people eager to be in the swim

. 

a n d  sec th e sa m e  thing.  Such an expla.nft.-' 
tlon , guc� thou gh it  l A, has w. t  least the 

l me ri t o r  bei n g credi ble.  
· . ·::( .. ;· 
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Report of UFO :  
over Egremont 
is investigated 

By Erik Bruun 
Berbhin! E.iltle S�ll 

EGREMONT - In an incident reminiscent of a scene from the movie 
"Close Encounters of the Third Kind," an unidentified flying object 
reportedJy was observed in North Egremont last w�kend. 

The sighting was the latest in a series of reports ofUFOs being s�n by 
J>CQple along the Massachusetts-New York state line, said Gary Levine, a n  
investigator for th �  Mutual U F O  Network. 

"We've h�d some reported sightings a long the border betw�n Columbia 
County and Berkshire County," Levine said. "We've a lso heard of other 
sightings that have not been officially reported. The UFOs haven't been 
identified as helicopters or astronomical phenomena. · No conventional 
explanations can be made for them . "  � · 

Police Chief Michael Balcom said a ' 'responsible" resident reported this 
. week s�ing a flying object wtth bright l ights hovering above North 

• Egremont. He said the sigh ting was made Sunday at about 8 a . m .  but was 
not reported until Tuesday night. Balcom forwarded the information to the 
UFO Phenomena Research a nd Reporting Center in Sea tUe. ·They sent 
�...evine to investigate. 

Physical evidence 
f..evine said the report seemed to be .legitimate. According to the person 

who saw it, the U FO had an e lliptical s�ape and bright white lights ,  Levine 
said. It re111ained stationary at about a 3(}-{fegree an�le above the ground 
for between 60 and 90 se<:onds before departing, Levine said. 

Physical evidence of the UFO may have been left, and tests are being 
undertaken to determine whether the evidence can be explained, he said. 

"Samples a re being evaluated because of the nature of the physical  
evidence," Levine said. "The evidence was left in a very orderly manner. 
There were very precise measurements involved, which would make one 
suspicious that it  was something of significance."  

Neither Levine nor Balcom would reveal what the evidence was, the 
specific location of the sighting or the person who reported it. 

Other reports 
Levine, who said he has a doctorate a nd has been investigating UFOs for 

several years,  said similar reports have been made in northern and 
northeastern Columbia County near the Massachusetts border in the last 
two weeks. 

In one incident, he said, a person saw an object with bright white l ights 
hovering over a rural area for several  seconds. 

If a UFO is sighted, Levine said, i t  should be reported and a regula r 
procedure is followed. If the UFO center believes the report is legitimate. 
an investigator goes to the scene to determine wha t happened. Deta i ls of 
the sighting, such as where a nd when it  occurred, what was seen and who 
made the sighting are recorded. 

Levine said anyone who has made a sighting or knows of a sighting 
should write him at P.O� Box 1485, Kingston, N.Y. 12401 .  
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Al ien tal k  shows 


